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The names of the candidates to be voted for
are arranged under the heading of their re-
spective parties and usually in the order of
the rank of the office. The ballots are de-
livered to the judges of election in sealed
packages on election morning. Each ballot
is marked with the initials of one of the in-
spectors as a means of preventing the intro-
duction of fraudulent ballots. The voter
takes the ballot into a booth, where he may
mark it as he pleases. If he wishes to vote
a "straight ticket" he may put a cross in
the circle at the head of the party column.
If he wishes to vote for some candidates of
one party and some of another, he puts a
cross in the squares before the names of those
for whom he wishes to vote; this is called
"scratching" or "splitting" a ticket. In an-
other form of the ballot the names of all the
candidates are arranged in alphabetical order
for each office. The voter, after marking his
ballot, must fold it so that none of the marks
can be seen and hand it to one of the election
officials.
The Australian ballot was first used in
the colony of South Australia in 1856; it
was introduced into Victoria and several
other colonies in the same year. In 1869 the
system was given a trial at Manchester, Eng-
land, and in 1872 it was definitely established
by act of Parliament. Shortly afterward it
was introduced into Canada, but not until
1888 into the United States. A Wisconsin
law of 1887 had some features of the Austra-
lian system, but the first complete law was
that of Massachusetts in the next year. In
1889, chiefly as a result of an unprecedented
amount of bribery in the presidental election
of 1888, nine states passed laws modeled on
the Australian system, and the system is
now used in all the states of the United
States.
AUSTRIA, the name of the smaller main
division of the former Austro-Hungarian
monarchy, and of a new state that was
formed in 1918. Old Austria was an empire
in title, and with the kingdom of Hungary
constituted the loosely-organized state of
Austria-Hungary that disintegrated under
stress of the World War. The composition,
location and government of the old Austrian
empire are fully described in the article
AusTEiA-HuKGART. This article deals with
the new state.
In the Austrian empire there were two
Austria and Lower Aus-
 tria—which were chiefly German in popula-
tion, and when the dual monarchy fell to
pieces, in the fall of 1918, a "German State
of Austria" was proclaimed, with these
crownlands as the nucleus. This action was
taken on October 23, 1918, by the German-
Austrian deputies in the Austrian Eeichsrat.
The Constitution was adopted and put into
effect in 1920. It provided for a president
and two legislative bodies.
Upper Austria occupies the western, part of
the original archduchy of Austria (see aus-
tria-hungary, subhead History), and ad-
joins Germany on the west. It has an area
of 4,628 square miles; in 1923 its popula-
tion was 876,000. It is divided into two
unequal parts by the Danube River, which
flows from west to east across both crown-
lands. The land is fertile and productive,
and yields good crops of rye, barley, oats,
wheat, vegetables and fruit. Stock raising,
mining of brown coal and salt, quarrying of
gypsum and stone and manufacturing are
the chief industries besides agriculture.
Lower Austria, occupying the eastern part of
the old archduchy, has an area of 7,559
square miles. Its population in 1923 was
3,346,000. It is primarily an industrial dis-
trict, with the city of Vienna the chief center
of manufacture. South of the Danube Lower
Austria is a part of the Alps district, and
abounds in picturesque mountain lakes, river
valleys and mineral springs. The crownland
possesses valuable forests, and normally there
is considerable trade in lumber and wild
game.
By the Treaty of St. Germain in 1919, the
Austrian Republic is made up of the follow-
ing territory:
POPULATION
(1923)
3,346,600
875,918
223,023
978,845
370,748
314,836
140,000
285,791
PROVINCE	AREA,
<SQ. M.)
Lower Austria		7559
Upper Austria  		4626
Salzburg-		2762
Styria   		6323
Carinthia   		3680
Tyrol   		4882
Vorarlberg-    		1005
Burgenland    ,		1532
Total	32,369	6,535,761
The exact boundaries between Austria and
Jugo-Slavia and Austria and Czecho-Slovakia
were left to the determination of commis-
sions; part of Styria was included in Jugo-
Slavia, and the status of certain areas in
Carinthia was determined by a plebiscite.
Austria was required to recognize the in-
dependence of Jugo-Slavia and Czecho-
Slovaki, and to grant'full protection to all
nationalities within its jurisdiction.

